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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 
ASSASSINATION. By Charles 
Roberts. 128 pp. Grosset & Dun- 
lap. Paper, ?1. 

Publish 10,400,000 words o£ 
research and what do you 
get? In the case of the War- 
ren Commission and the book 
business, you get a fabulously 
successful spin-off called the 
assassination industry, whose 
products would never stand 
the scrutiny of Consumers 
Union. Consumers buy it as 
they buy most trash: the 
packaging promises satisfac- 
tion but the innards are most- 
ly distortions, unsupported 
theories and gaping omis- 
sions. The second gunman, the 
single bullet, the grassy knoll, 
the conspiracy — all these as- 
sertions and others are neatly 
debunked by Charles Roberts, 
White House correspondent 
for Newsweek, who was in 
Dealey Plaza when the Presi- 
dent was killed and who flew 
hack to Washington as a pool 
reporter aboard Air Force 
One. 

_ That he manages the job 
in so few pages reflects both 
an economy of style and a 
willingness to confront the 
critics head-on with facts 
based on his own experience 
and the commission's hear- 
ings. Indeed, as Pierre Salin- 
ger points out in a foreword, 
“The very thoroughness of 
the commission caused its 
problems. ... It listened pa- 
tiently to everyone, no mat- 
ter how credible or incredible 
the testimony.” By selecting 
the incredible and the contra- 
dictory, scavengers like Mark 
Lane sowed confusion. By 
writing an honest guide for 
the perplexed, Roberts per- 
forms a public service. 


eral Southeast Asian coun- 
tries. Si Thailand the Bud- 
dhists fiave been relatively 
quiescent. In Ceylon they sup- 
ported Bdndaranaike, the Pre- 
mier who was assassinated, 
and demanded the restoration 
of the death penalty to pun- 
ish the monk who assassi- 
nated him.tlh Japan, the most 
industrialized of Asian coun- 
tries, the gospel of the fanat- 
ical monk, Nichiren, has been 
reinterpreted to teach the 
rejection |of _ industrialism. 
In Vietnam, the Buddhists 
participate^ most actively in 
politics, opposing Diem and 
later the United States; but 
Buddhism Is not the political 
power in ibs? that it was in 
1963. In China, it has been 
both restricted as an inde- 
pendent force and used to jus- 
tify the current frenzy by 
citing an alleged Buddhist 
quotation: “To kill evil peo- 
ple is a good resolve.” A fine 
reportorial job. 




